Tolka Park to host soccer benefit in support of Justice for Robert Delany

Shelbourne FC and St Patricks Athletic come together to raise funds for Robert Delany, the victim of a criminal gun attack in October 2008  

26th February 2010: Top players from League of Ireland teams Shelbourne FC and St. Patricks Athletic will play a one-off benefit soccer match to support the partner and two daughters of Robert Delany, the Dublin postman who was the innocent victim of a gun attack at his home in October 2008.

 

The match will take place on Monday 8th March at 8pm in Tolka Park. 
Postman and father of two young girls, Robert Delany was shot in the face at his home in Tallaght in October 2008 and has remained in a totally dependent vegetative state every since, requiring 24 hour medical care.  His father, Terry, and partner, Mags Purtill, have led the campaign seeking justice for Robert and the prosecution and imprisonment of the criminals behind his attack.   

Speaking this week in advance of the benefit match, Dean Delany, Captain of Shelbourne FC, and first cousin of Robert said “Robert was a loving son, partner, friend, colleague and father to his two beautiful daughters. He was also a fanatical sports fan with a huge interest in Soccer both League of Ireland and the British professional game. Robert’s ability to support his family has been taken away from him and he now requires 24 hour care. The funds raised through this benefit match will go a long way towards helping to support him and his young family and we are hugely grateful to the public, the teams and Tolka Park for supporting them.”

In September of last year, Robert’s family launched an on-line resource seeking to highlight the lives of innocent victims of violence in Ireland and encourage those with information which could lead to the prosecution of Robert Delany’s attackers to provide it in confidence.  The website –www.innocentvictimsofviolence.ie - allows members of the public to learn about the lives of crime victims, and provides a confidential phone number whereby anyone with information on Robert Delany’s shooting can provide this information on a totally confidential basis.

Tickets for the benefit match are available at the gate and are priced at €15/adult and €5/child.

Ends

For further information, please contact:

Jim Devlin, E. jim.devlin@fd.com; T. 01 66 33 600/M. 087 2631057  OR
 
Gemma Gilligan, E. gemma.gilligan@fd.com T:01-6633612 / 087-9156639 

